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none in which Authors are more apt to 

mifcarry than in Works of Humour, as 

there is none in which they are more am- 
bitious to excell. It is not an Imagination that 
teems with Monfters, an Head that is filled wath 
extravagant Conceptions, which is capable of fur- 
nifhing the World with Diverfions of this nature; 
and yet if we look into the Produétions of feveral 
Writers, who fet up for Men of Humour, what 
wild irregular Fancies, what unnatural Diftortions of 
Thought, do we meet with? If they fpeak Non- 
fenfe, they believe they are talking Humour; and 
when they have drawn together a Scheme of abdfurd, 
ineonfiftent Idea’s, they are not able to read it over 
to themfelves without laughing, Thefe poor Gen- 
tlemen endeavour to gain themfelves the Reputation 
of Wits and Humoiurilts, by fuch monftrous Con- 
ccits as almoft qualify them for Bedlam; not confi- 
dering that Humour fhould always lye under the 
Check of Reafon, and that it requires the Direétion 
of the niceft Judgment, by fo much the more as it 
indulges it felf in the moft boundlefs Freedoms. 
There is a kind of Nature that is to be obferyed in 


A MONG all kinds of Writing, there is 


‘this fort of Compofitions, as well as in all: other, 
‘and a certain Regulasity of Thought that mut 


difeover the Writer to bea Man of Senfe, at 
the fame time that he appears altogether given up 


to Caprice : For my part, when I read the delirious 


Mirth of an unskilful Author, I cannot be fo bar- 


‘barous as to divert my felf with it, ‘but am_ rather 


apt to pity the Man, than to laugh at any thing he 


- Writes. 


The Deceas’d Mr. Shadwell, who had himfelf a 
great deal of the Talent, which | am treating 
of, reprefents an empty Rake, ia one of his Plays, 
as very much furprized to hear one fay that break- 
ing of Windows was not Humour ; and I queftion 
not but feveral Englifo Readers will be as much 
ftartled to hear me affirm, that many of thofe raving. 
incoherent Pigces, which are often {pread among 


us, under odd Chymerical Titles, are rather the 
Offsprings of a Dittempered Brain, than Works of 
Humour. 


It is indeed much eafier to defcribe what is not 
Humour, tian what is; and very difficult to define 
it orherwife than as Cowleyhas done Wit, by Nega- 
tives. Were l to. give my own Notions of it, I 
would deliver them after Plato’s manner, in a kind 
of Allegory, and by fuppoting Humour to be aPer- 
fon, deduce to him all his Qualifications, according 
to the following Genealogy. TRutTH was the 
Founder of the Family, and the Father of Goop 
SENSE. Goob SENSE was theFather of Wit, 
who married a Lady of a Collateral Line called 
MRT, by whomhe had Iffue Humour. Hv- 
M OUR therefore being the youngett of this Illuftri- 
ous Family, and defcended from Parents of fach 
different Difpotitions, is very various and unequal 
inhis Temper; fometimes you fee him putting on 
grave Looks and a folemn Habit, fometimes airy 
in his Behaviour and fantaftick in his Drefs: Info- 
much that at difterent times he appears as ferious as 
a Judge, and as jocular as a Aerry-.4ndrew, But 
as he has a great deal of the Mother in his Contti- 
tution, whatever Mood he is in, he never fails to 
take his Company laugh. 


But fince there are feveral Impoftors abroad, who 
‘takeuponthem the Name of this young Gentleman, 
and would willingly pafs for hin in the World; to 
‘the end that well-meaning Perfons may not be im- 
pofed upon by Counterfeits, i would ‘defiremy Rea- 


. ders, when they meet with any of thefe Pretenders, to 


look into his Parentage, and to exainine him ftri- 

ly, whether or no he be remotely allied to TRuT Hu, 

and lineally defcended trom Goop SENSE? if nor, 

they may conclude him a Counterteit. They may 

likewife diftinguith him by a loud and exceffive Laugh- 

ter, in which he feldom gets his Company to join 

-with him. .For as TRu& Humour generally 
looks ferious, whilft every Body lavighs that is abou 

kim 








hin; FAcse Hum Our is always laughing, whilft 

every Body about him looks ferious. | fhall only add, 

if he has not in him a Mixture of both Parents, that is, 

if he wou’d pafs for the Offspring. of Wit without 

Miata; or Mirtn without Wit, you may 

— him to be altogetfier Spurious, and a 
cat. 


The Impoftor of whom I am fpeaking, defcends 
Originally from F a L § E HO O D, who was the 
Mother of NonSENSE, who was brought to Bed 
of a Son called FRENzyY, who Married one of 
the Daughters of F oL Ly, commonly known by 
the Name of LAUGHTER, on whom he be- 
got that Monftrous Infant of which I have been 
here fpeaking. I fhall fet down at length the Ge- 
nealogical Table of Fars—e HuMour, and, at 
the fame time, place under it the Genealogy of 
TrurE Humour, that the Reader may at one 
View behold their different Pedigrees and Relati- 
ons. 

FALSESHOOD, 
NoNSENSE. 
Frenzy.— LsuGHrer, 
FaLts—e Humour. 


TRUTH. 
Goon SENSE. 
Wit. --- Miatu. 
Humour. 


I might extend the Allegory, by mentioning feve- 
ralof the Children ot FALSE Humour, whe are 
more in Number than the Sands of the Sea, and 
might in particular enumerate the many Sons and 
Daughters which he nas begot in this Ifland. But 
as this would be a very invidious Task, I thall on- 
ly obferve in general, that FALSE Humour 

= fiom the True, as a Monkey does from 
a Man. 


Firft of all, He is exceedingly given to little Apifh 
Tricks and Buffooneries. 


Secondly, He fo much delights in Mimickry, that 
it is all One to him whether he expofes by it Vice 
and Felly, Luxury and Avarice ; or, on the con- 
trary, Virtue and Wifdom, Pain and Poverty. 


Thirdly, Heis wonderfully unlucky, infomuch that 
he will bite the Hand that feeds him, and endea- 
your to ridicule beth Friends and Foes indifferent- 
ty. For having but {mall Talents, he mutt be merry 
where he can, not where he /houid, - 


city Being intirely void of Reafon, he pur- 
fues no Point either of Morality or Inftruétion, but 
is Ludicrous only fos the fake of being fo. 


Fifthly, Being incapable of any thing but Mock- 
Reprefentations, his Ridicule is always Perfonal, 
and aimed at the Vicious Man, or the Writer; not 
at the Vice, .or at the Writing. 


I have here only pointed at the whole Species of 
Falfe Humourifts, but as one of my principal De- 
figns in this Paper is to beat down that malignant 
Spirit, which difcovers it felf in the Wri- 


* they thall become due in the faid O 





‘ 


tings of the prefent Age, I fhall not fcruple, for the 
future, to fingle out any of the fmall Wits, that in- 
feft the World with fuch Compofitions as are ill- 
natured, immoral and abfurd. This is the only Ex- 
ception’ which 1 fhall make to the General Rule | 
have prefcribed my felf, of attacking Multitudes. Since 
every honeft Man ought to look upon himfelf as in 
a Natural State of War with the Libeller and Lam- 
pooner, and to annoy them where-evcr they fall in 
his way, this is but retaliating upon them and 
treating them as they treat others. 


Compleat Setts of this Paper. for the Month of 
March, are tv be fold by Mr. Graves in St, Fames's 
Street; Mr. Lillie, Perfumer, the Corner of Beaufort 
Buildings; Mr. Sanger at the Temple Gate, Mr, 
Knapton in St. Panl’s Charob-Yard, Mr. Round in 
—— Ally, and Mrs. Baldwin in Warwick- 

ane 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For the Entertainment of feveral Foreign Minifters, 

At Stationer’s-Hall near Ludgate, on Wednefday 
the 11th of April, will be an ex:racrdinary Confort of Vocal and 
Inftrumental Mufiek, by cheb ft Performers: Particularly fevers fele@ 
Entertainments our of che following Englifh Operas, (viz,) The Fairy 
Queen; King Archur; Indian Queen; Dirclefian; with the Mafquein 
Timon of Athens: Ail eompes’d by that great Mafter the late Mr, 
Henry Purcel, Forthe Benefit of Mr. Cuthbertand Mr.Smith, Tick- 
ete may be had at Will’s Coffee-houfe in Cur hile at che Rainbow 
C.ffee-hcufe in Flee:firset, at che Tile yard Ceffee-houfe at Whicchall, 
and ac S:aioner’s Hall, ass. per Ticket. 

This Day is Publith’d, 

A Poem to the Right Honourable Mr. Harley, woun- 
ded by Gu-fcard, Printed for Jacob Toxfon at Shakefpcar’s Head over- 
again& Catherine freet in the Scrand. 


The Grecian Hiftory Vol. I. Containing the fpace 
of 1684. Years, By Terhpl: Stanyan, adorn’d with Cus. Printed 
for Jacob Tenfun ac Shakefpear’s Head over agaicft Catherine-flreet 
in the Scrand: 

Juft Publithed,and Printed very Corre&ly, with a neat 
Elzever Letter, in 121.0. for tiie Pocket, 

Paradife Loft, a Poemin twelve Books, written by 
Mr, John Milwn. The Ninth Edition. 2dorn’d with Sculptares, Printed 
for Jacob Tonfon at Shak: fpear’s Heat over againft Catherine Street 
in the Sirand. 

Og Thurfday next will be publihhed, 


_ Mr. Oznam’s Compleat Treatife of Fortification, 
in 6 Parts, it Regular Foritfication. ad, Conftru&ion ot Outworks 
3d Different Methods of Fortifying, as by de Ville, Errard, Pagan, 
Vaubon, Cohorne, and feveral Nations. 4th Irreeuiar Fortifications, 
sth Fortification Offenfive; ard 6th Defenfive. With near 60curi 
— Plates explaining every particular Pare; more plain and 

tha@ any extant. Done into Englith by Mr. Defaguliers of Hart-Hall 
in Oxon, with an Appendix concerning that manner of Fortitying, 
which is truly Mr. Vauban’s, ‘Never before in Englith, in large Sv. 
Sold by M. Hawkins at che Angel in Sc, Paul's Church Yard, and 
J. Morphew near Scationer’s- Hall. Note, Mr. Ozaam's whole Courfe 
of the Mathemraticks will be publifhed in 2 Monchs, in g Vels, in 
gvo, The sftecntains an Intredu@ion to the Mathematicks, Exclide 
Elements with large Notes and Demonftrations, andhis Algebra. The 
ad Vol. Arithmetick, Tigronomotry, &c. The 3d » 8K. 
inevery part. 4th Mechanicks (co which is added by way of Notes 
whatever is in Dr. Walis) and Perfpe@ive. The sca Vol, Geography, 
Dialing, &c. With feveral Hundred'Copper Cuts, and the moft cor 
re& and ufeful Tables yet Extant. The Prise of the whole is 30% 
bound ; but to chofe that Subfcribe now, with Advantage of the 7th 
Book, comes to 241. bound. Subfcriptions are cakcn in at mot 
Bookfellers in London and Country, and Subferibers Names Printed 
if return’d in time, — 

At the Mitrein St. James’s-Market (March the if. 
1710.) was an Office open’d for Affuring on Lives by Claims, and 
alfo by Monchly and Quergrly Dividends. Note, The Treafurer of 
this Socie:y, who is a Perfon »f krown Worth and Credit, hath ge 
ven 3000 1, Security fer the jué ge of all Summs of Money: # 

come oe, either by Claims or Dividends. 
Attendance is given a’ the Office from 8 in the Morning till 12, 20d 


from 2 to 6 at Night (Holydays excepted) where Prop fals at larg? 


may be had Gratis. 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain; and 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane; where Advertifements are taken in; 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beauford- Buildings 


the Strand. 


